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A Journey through
Singapore Bookstores
Western Region
Although the western part of Singapore is better
known as its industrial heart, the National University
of Singapore (NUS) and Nanyang Technological
University (NTU), two of the world’s top universities,
are located here. In this ‘wild west’, the bookstore
industry is concentrated mainly in four districts –
Jurong, Bukit Timah, Clementi and Redhill.

Northern Region
The bookstore industry in this region, not far away from
neighbouring Malaysia, is not as lively in comparison to other
regions of Singapore. As one of the earliest public housing
estates in Singapore, Toa Payoh not only has a unique
character, it also has the highest number of bookstores in
the north, with traditional Chinese bookstores and stationery
shops that serve the local populace forming the bulk of them.
> Page 339

Eastern Region

> Page 309
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> Page 357

Xiao Po
Da Po
The town area located in the south of Singapore River
was known as “Da Po”. Between 1840 and 1900,
a total of 2.5 million Chinese migrants left China for
Southeast Asia (known as Nanyang during that period)
to seek a better life. Singapore was one of the main
transit hubs for these Chinese migrants; Chinatown
being their settlement here. Besides their way of life,
these early migrants also brought along book trades
that shaped the local cultural landscape of the time.
> Page 227

According to historian Hsu Yun Tsiao, all
areas located in the north of the Stamford
Canal were known as “Xiao Po”. Using
this as a reference, and expanding the
region of Xiao Po to include Orchard Road
and the areas around Jalan Besar, we can
better understand how the development
of early bookstores was set in motion in
North Bridge Road, the core of Xiao Po.
> Page 101
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This vast region to the east of
the Kallang River, where an
impressive number of traditional
Chinese bookstores can be found
mainly along Geylang Road and
Tanjong Katong Road, can be said
to be a continuation of the robust
development of the bookstore
industry in Xiao Po. In addition,
many second-hand bookshops
and religious bookstores also
congregate in the east.

